
MAKING YOUR 
FINAL COLLEGE 

CHOICE
May 1st (National College Decision Day) is Quickly Approaching...How to Decide Where to Attend



#1- Make a Pros and Cons List for Each School 
You may have this information swirling around in your head already, but take the time to write it down 

with pros on one side of the page and cons on the other. There is something powerful about seeing this 

list in writing.

Pros and cons can be anything from cost/tuition, location, extra-curricular activities to the cafeteria food, 

so think carefully about each and every aspect of the schools as you know them. You may find that one 

or more of your colleges really has a con that is a deal-breaker, which will make it 

easier for you to take that school off of your final list.



#2- Financial Aid Packages
Once you have received a letter of acceptance, you will also receive a financial aid 

award letter, which will detail any grants, scholarships, work-study, and other aid that you may receive. If you haven’t filled out the 

FAFSA for federal aid, you have until March 1st (State Deadline) to submit the application. Do your colleges accept the CSS Profile? This 

is non-federal aid and required by some colleges. Check this website today to see if the colleges you applied to require the CSS Profile. 

● Calculate the bottom line of what you will owe at each school. Look at the net price, see what out-of-pocket expenses you 

are expected to pay now, and consider how much student loan debt you’ll need to incur over 4 years. All of these factors are 

very important.

● Compare the component parts of each financial aid package. Look at these letters closely to determine how much of the 

financial aid offer is gift aid–money you won’t need to pay back–and how much is self-help aid, or money that comes in the form 

of work-study or loans.

*Please Note- If you miss the FAFSA deadline, you can still submit an application through June 30th, however aid is awarded on a 

first-come, first-served basis and chances of receiving aid after deadlines gets smaller and smaller as time goes on. Apply Early!

https://profile.collegeboard.org/profile/ppi/participatingInstitutions.aspx
https://www.collegeraptor.com/paying-for-college/articles/questions-answers/difference-gift-aid-self-help-aid/


#3- Do Some Additional Research
Everyone can review the admissions data that is presented on websites and 
on tools like Naviance, but there are also some websites that provide 
additional information including reviews from current or past students. 

https://www.niche.com/?ref=colleges

https://www.unigo.com/colleges

https://www.niche.com/?ref=colleges
https://www.unigo.com/colleges


#4- Visit or Revisit Campuses
If you are going to spend four years and a lot of money on your education, be sure to go to great lengths to 
make sure you like your new home. 

If you are able to get onto the physical campus for tours, sitting in on classes, or overnight visits, we encourage 
you to do so. Ask questions and try to get an idea of what life will be like on an average day.

In times of the Covid-10 Pandemic, visiting a school in person and especially staying overnight or visiting 
classrooms may be difficult or not possible. 

Driving tours can be an option and be sure to reach out to the admissions 
office to see what type of visits they are offering. There are also great options 
for virtual visits:

https://www.youvisit.com/collegesearch/

https://campustours.com/

https://www.youvisit.com/collegesearch/
https://campustours.com/


#5- Go With Your Gut Instinct
All in all, choosing the right college can be a logical, methodical choice, but it can also be part gut feeling. 

Don’t ignore one in favor of the other.

If your gut is telling you that one college “feels” more right than another, then it’s probably worth taking 

the time to think about why that is. Maybe it’s the scenery on campus, the vibe of the culture, or the 

people you have met on campus.

Take all of these things into consideration, but do be careful not to let a 

“gut” feeling outweigh all of the measurable facts about a college. Find a 

balance and you’ll be able to ultimately make your final college decision.



#6- Remember that No College Decision is Truly Final.
Even in well-reasoned college searches, students can end up at a school that isn't quite right for them for a litany of factors. 

Whether students change their major, opt for a cheaper school or want to move closer to home, there are countless reasons for 

transferring colleges. If the college doesn't turn out to be what the student expected or hoped for or if circumstances change, 

students should know they are in control of their future. And they do have available options. You can always transfer to a school 

you think will be a better fit, or attend a community college for a semester, for a year or even two years and come back to the 

idea of a four-year university when  you know more about what you want in a college.

o

https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/articles/2017-09-22/transferring-colleges-10-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.collegeraptor.com/getting-in/articles/college-admissions/making-your-final-college-choice-how-to-decide-where-to-attend/


Deferment and Denial Decisions
What should you do if you were deferred or denied to your first choices 
college(s)? Here is some advice on how to handle these decisions. Remember, 
there are thousands of colleges out there- there is not just ONE “perfect” 
school for you. Keep an open mind and review all of your options, including 
transfer options down the road. 

Deferment

Denial

https://www.collegetransitions.com/blog/dealing-with-deferral/
https://www.niche.com/blog/how-to-deal-with-college-rejection/


Good Luck! This decision may feel daunting, but it is 
also an exciting time as you are planning your future. 

Resources: 
https://www.cllegeraptor.com/getting-in/articles/college-admissions/making-your-final-college-choice-how-to-decide-where-to-attend/
https://www.unigo.com/admissions-advice/once-accepted-how-do-you-choose-between-colleges
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/slideshows/10-tips-to-make-your-final-college-choice

https://www.cllegeraptor.com/getting-in/articles/college-admissions/making-your-final-college-choice-how-to-decide-where-to-attend/
https://www.unigo.com/admissions-advice/once-accepted-how-do-you-choose-between-colleges
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/slideshows/10-tips-to-make-your-final-college-choice

